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A big warm welcome to all our new and old families. Our Foundaon students have made a great start to
the school year. On Monday morning it was lovely to see so many smiling faces ready and eager to learn.
The parents were smiling ear to ear too! Not many tears at all.
Walking around and vising each classroom has been real pleasure. All the students have engaged in our
whole school posive classroom culture and respec"ul relaonships program. This helps establish a
common language and understanding of behavioural expectaons across the school. Our school promotes
respec"ul, responsible and safe behaviour. That is why they are our school values. These values
complement our school wide expectaons and behaviour model. We thank students, parents and the wider
community for their support in modelling these values.
Those of you who are new to our school will soon hear about “Yabbies”. Yabbies are reward cards that
students can earn for displaying respec"ul, responsible and safe behaviours. The Yabbies can be exchanged
for items in our Yabby Shack. More informaon about the Yabby Shack and reward system from our
Happy, Healthy and Acve team will be forthcoming soon.
This week our Foundaon students have been working with their buddy. All students have been paired with
a buddy and we will be hosng a Buddy Day acvity session and Buddy Lunch Friday 19th February. Lots of
photos will be posted to either Class Dojo or one of our social media pla"orms, Facebook or Instagram.
Our social media pla"orms are to be used responsibly and in good faith. All students at school will receive
an ICT Acceptable Users Agreement which needs to be read and signed. Students and parents are
encouraged to pracce and role model cyber safety pracces to keep themselves safe.
At Tyabb Railway Staon Primary we alternate fortnightly between newsle5ers and whole school
assemblies. Next Friday 12th February will be our ﬁrst whole school assembly. Unfortunately, due to current
Covid 19 restricons on the number of people allowed to gather, only staﬀ and students are allowed to
a5end.
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Last year was incredibly tough for many of our families and we want you all to know you are not alone.
Never feel that you cannot ask for help or support. Laura Baxter is a support worker working from our
school each week. Please see her message below:
“Hi, my name is Laura and I am the Family Support Case Worker at Western Port Community Support. I am
available to work with you and your family with a view toward achieving your goals and greater family
stability. Some areas I may be able to help you with would be posive parenng strategies, ﬁnancial
counselling, support with other agencies e.g. Good Shepherd and Child Protecon, study/back to work and
good self-care.
If you would like support in 2021, to move on and address any concerns, then please call me or contact the
school oﬃce. All referrals will be conﬁdenal and treated with the greatest respect. Look forward to
meeng you
Tel: 5979 2762 or 0492886284”
We cannot recommend Laura and her services highly enough. She has worked and meet with a signiﬁcant
number of parents and families. Laura will be onsite fortnightly at 9:15am. Save the following dates:
February 11th and 25th March 11th and 25th
We welcome Laura to our school and look forward to the programs she will implement.
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First term Parent-Teacher Interviews are an opportunity for parents to meet with their child’s new teacher
to pass on important informaon about their child/family and begin to establish a good home/school
partnership for the year ahead.
Interviews will be taking place on Tuesday 16th February from 1.45pm-7.00pm and on Thursday 18th
February from 3.30pm-5.30pm. We invite you to log on to Compass and look for the Conference opon and
follow the prompts to book your me. It is recommended that you allow a 10 minute break when booking
appointments for mulple children to allow you me to move from one classroom to another.
Interviews run for 10 minutes. Families with a funded child who require an SSG are asked to book a double
appointment, that is 20 minutes, to allow enough me to complete the SSG within the interview me-slot.
If you are having diﬃculty making an appointment, please contact the oﬃce, where Jarla or Mandy will be
happy to assist you.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,
Emma Slater
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PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT – Primary Schools
Informaon for parents and carers

During the ordinary course of your child’s a5endance at our school, school staﬀ will collect your child’s
personal and health informaon when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and
emoonal wellbeing or health in the school context. Such informaon will also be collected when required
to fulﬁl a legal obligaon, including duty of care, an-discriminaon law and occupaonal health and safety
law. If that informaon is not collected, the school may be unable to provide opmal educaon or support
to your child, or fulﬁl those legal obligaons.
For example, health informaon may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare oﬃcer or
wellbeing staﬀ member. If your child is referred to a speciﬁc health service at school, such as a Student
Support Services oﬃcer, the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects informaon
provided by parents and carers through the School Entrance Health Quesonnaire (SEHQ) and the Early
Childhood Intervenon Service (ECIS) Transion Form.
Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other soMware, to eﬀecvely collect and manage
informaon about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communicaon and engagement;
student administraon; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we
take steps to ensure that your child’s informaon is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these
online tools, please contact us.
School staﬀ will only share your child’s personal or health informaon with other staﬀ who need to know to
enable the school to educate or support your child, or fulﬁl a legal obligaon.
When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health informaon about
that student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this informaon is in the best interests of
our students and assists that next school to provide opmal educaon and support to students.
In some limited circumstances, informaon may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the
Department of Educaon and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the
disclosure is allowed or mandated by law.
Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecng and managing personal and health
informaon, all school staﬀ must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more informaon about privacy
including about how to access personal and health informaon held by the school about you or your child,
see our school’s privacy policy: h5ps://www.educaon.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
Throughout this noce, ‘staﬀ’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service oﬃcers, youth workers,
social workers, nurses and any other allied health praconers and all other staﬀ at our school. This includes
employees, agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.

Wherearemy MagicWords?
There are two main approaches to teaching reading: whole language and phonics.
Whole Language
The whole language approach for teaching reading works on the basis that reading comes from visual
memorisaon of whole wri5en words. The majority of the English text is made up of a fairly small
group of words and that learning those that are used most oMen will result in students learning to read
quickly.
Phonics
The phonics approach teaches students the alphabet code – that is they learn all the ways diﬀerent
English speech sounds are represented in spellings. From here they are taught to blend (push sounds
together to build words), segment (pull apart individual sounds in words) and manipulate (insert
sounds into and delete sounds out of words). This approach works on the belief that once a student
has these skills, they can be applied to any text, meaning a student does not need to have seen and
memorised a word to be able to read it.

So, what’sSounds-Write?
Sounds-Write is a linguisc phonics program designed to systemacally teach students the alphabet
code (how to represent speech sounds in spellings). The program is structured and scripted, with
students in junior years beginning with simple CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words like cat,
progressing to learning mulple spellings for one sound, such as ay, ai, ea, a_e , through to seniors
learning polysyllabic words.

What doesit meanfor my childat TRSPS?
The Sounds-Write program will form part of reading lessons in all classes at TRSPS in 2021. This may
take the form of a whole-class acvity at the beginning of a lesson, or perhaps an extended acvity in a
small group, or a one-on-one session with one of our intervenon teachers.
Students will connue to learn about the comprehension strategies – visualisaon, determining
importance, making connecons, predicng etc. as well as reading guided texts with their teachers in
groups and enjoying novels, picture story books and non-ﬁcon text with their class.
Homework
Students will no longer bring home lists of Magic Words to memorise and be tested on. They will sll
bring home a reader (individual teachers will advise you of the day/s for changing readers in their
classes) and in the upper years have other literacy/numeracy based tasks to complete. We believe the
change and consistency of approach across the school will have a posive impact on all our students.
More informaon about Sounds-Write will be available in the coming weeks. The teaching staﬀ would
be happy to answer any quesons you have about this or any other program we run at school. We
welcome the opportunity to speak with you at our upcoming Parent-Teacher interviews. Please make a
booking via Compass.
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We will put updates on Compass also so
don’t forget to download it so you don’t
miss out.

Important enrolment informaon.
Foundaon.
To enrol, children must be at least 5 years of age by the 30th April in the year they commence school.
The school will oﬀer places in wring for Foundaon students for the following year during Term 3 in
the preceding year.
All year levels.
Proof of residency within our boundary area will need to be provided on acceptance of enrolment for
any year level and can be: current lease agreement, car license, rates noce, uncondional sale
agreement or ulity bill.
Enrolment Boundary Area
In recent years our school has connued to grow as a result of the quality programs we oﬀer.
To eﬀecvely manage our school size, the following enrolment intake boundaries have been put in
place by the Department of Educaon and Training. This can be viewed at: ﬁndmyschool.vic.gov.au

If you are unsure if your primary residence is within our intake area, please feel free to contact our
oﬃce on 5977 4324.
Parents and carers with children living outside a school’s zone sll have the choice to request
enrolment at their preferred government school. Subject to school capacity, the enrolment can be
accepted.

Things to do…..

And places to go…..

Balnarring
Crib Point
Somers
Cranbourne
Pearcedale
Somerville
Tyabb
Hastings
Bittern

