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Thursday, 6th June 2019

BE THE BEST I CAN BE
Safety: Promoting positive behaviour
All Victorian government schools are child safe environments. Our school actively promotes
the safety and wellbeing of all students, and all of our staff are committed to protecting
students from abuse or harm in the school environment, in accordance with their legal
obligations including child safe standards. Like all schools TRSPS, has a Child Safety Code of
Conduct consistent with the Department’s expectations. These are available on the school’s
website. The Child Safe Standards are Victoria’s approach to ensuring a zero-tolerance
approach to child abuse. For schools, the Child Safe Standards will ensure that proactive
systems and processes are in place to prevent and respond to child abuse. They are:
• Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety, including through effective
leadership arrangements
• A code of conduct that establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with
children
• Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices that reduce the risk
of child abuse by new and existing personnel
Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse
• Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse
• Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children
Student Engagement:
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This Friday 7th June is World Ocean Day. Our students will participate in a number of
activities to acknowledge the day and develop a better understanding of how we can all care
for the ocean’s environment. Our very successful Kids Teaching Kids program will take place
on Friday with our student leaders leading the learning of their peers about environmentally
sound practices.
Staff Development:
Tuesday 11th June is a student free day with teachers completing their First Aid
training and working on whole school Assessment and Planning. We are looking to incorporate
evidence-based practices and Department of Education and Training (DET) resources to
cater for the needs of our students when planning our curriculum. A reminder also that
Monday, 10th June is the Queen’s Birthday public holiday, no school on this day.
Parent Community Engagement: Parent participation and involvement

Unique
Individuals

A big note of appreciation to the group of parents / carers who are working over the
weekend to build our long awaited frog bog. We appreciate and value their time and look
forward to seeing this creation making a positive contribution towards student learning and in
helping our school grounds look aesthetically pleasing.
Thank you for your continued support of TRSPS and enjoy your long weekend.

One Strong
School
Emma Slater
Principal
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My Mosaic Courses will be running for June School holidays at Somerville Community House. The Mosaic Program will
run during the first week of the School Holidays, course times are: 10am-12noon or 1pm – 3pm.
The cost of the Mosaic Holiday Programs is $60.00 per child, which includes all class materials.
Please contact Kim at Somerville Community House on 03 5977 8330 or myself (quirkymuse7@gmail.com to choose a
date, time and to enrol and make payment.
Note: Payment is required prior to commencement of course/s.
Please Note: Next Wednesday night last Adult Mosaic course before School holidays, come and join me for some
creative time.
Kelly Tibballs
Integration/Teacher Aide (Tyabb Railway Station Primary School)

Somerville Community House Inc.
Annie Sage Community Centre
21 Blacks Camp Rd
SOMERVILLE VIC 3912
Tel: 03 5977 8330

CURRICULUM CHATTER
How fantastic it was to see so many students and their families participate in our Family Maths Night. Those families that
were able to attend participated in a whole range of fun Mathematics activities such as building 3D objects, using symmetry,
playing card games, using the robots to track 2D shapes, estimating, measuring and lots more.
During the course of the evening, everyone participated in 2 Mathematics Scavenger Hunts. Each student that participated
had their name put into a barrel and 2 winners were drawn-one from the Junior School and one from the Senior School.
Our Junior School winner was Jack R. and our Senior School winner was Hayley F. Ora estimated the number of lollies in
the jar. She kindly shared them with many other students!
Have a look at the many photos displayed in the front foyer of the school.

As the end of the semester is fast approaching our staff are working extremely hard completing their assessment and
reporting. Reports will be going home on June 25th and Parent Teacher interviews will be scheduled for June 27th.
Next week there is a Curriculum Day, on which the teachers and support staff will be completing their First Aid training.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
FOLLOWING STUDENTS OF THE WEEK:

June Birthdays..

Please note the student of the week award will be
awarded fortnightly—the same week as assembly
Week commencing 27th May:
Room 1: Lachlan F
Room 2: Bella & Kade
Room 3: Dakota
Sustainability: Archie

Room 4: Jack
Room 6: Stella
Room 7: Tyson M

2nd
3rd
13th
17th
19th
22nd
24th
26th

Chloe
Cornelius
Ethan
Winta
Kaiden
Thomas
Tayte
Angus

RM7
RM1
RM6
RM7
RM7
RM7
RM3
RM3

REPORT 1:
By now I hope your curious young people have come home enthused about their term one STEM
learning. All classes investigated what an algorithm is (A set of instructions) and their role in technology and coding. We
used a variety of technology and approaches including Mobi, Dash Robots, Spheros and role plays.
This term Grade 5/6 students are investigating 3D design and are aiming to produce a 3D printed prototype toy or
promotional souvenir by the end of the term. They are well on their way with some great 3D drawings and 2D
brainstorming of design ideas. I am really excited to see these ideas developed.
Grade’s 1/2A, 2/3BI and 3/4W are all tackling some more advanced coding concepts (parameters and variables) and
learning about regular polygons and teamwork as they go. Parameters are settings you can give to a command e.g. in
the sentence drive fast (fast would be a parameter. Variables are virtual containers were information that is needed
frequently by a program can be stored so the programmer doesn’t have to repeat it many times as their programs get
more complicated. For example If you were told that the number of sweets in each bag for a party should be ten you
wouldn’t have to be told the number ten each time you were asked to make a sweets bag. In this case the variable is the
number of sweets per bag. These two ideas are very powerful in programing. In addition to saving coders a lot of time.
They also make much more complex programs achievable.
FH and 1RMc are investigating robots and challenging the concept of robots limited to human shaped artificially
intelligent machines. We aiming to make one over the course of the term. They may come home and tell you that the
washing machine and fridge are both robots. Which is of course likely to be true. There are 5 parts to our definition of a
robot. 1. It is a Machine 2. It senses or detects something (e.g. weight, sound temperature, movement) 3. It follows
instructions (either already set or added by you) 4. It Thinks (like making simple decisions) 5. It works or does something
(Moves, Lights up Makes Sound etc.)
REPORT 2:
STEM classes are a fantastic learning opportunity at the rail and I couldn’t be more proud of the
progress each class is making.
FH and 1RMc are excelling themselves with the detail they are adding to their robot creations and their learning of key
robot features and components. In the coming weeks students will be connecting the ‘doing’ parts and sensors on their
robots to the robot brain (computer) they created several weeks ago. I am so proud of all and I’m sure you will be
impressed with their ability to explain what their robots do and how they work when they bring them home towards the
end of the term.
12A, 23BI, and 34W have been building on their already impressive coding skills with the schools Dash robots. We are
learning some technical coding vocabulary and most importantly research and problem solving skills as we try to program
the Dash robot to find its own way through a maze (or at least avoid some obstacles).
56E Has pushed the pause button on our 3D design unit to prepare for the upcoming rotary ISAC competition we have
been learning about the properties of different building materials and researching different bridge designs. Some of the
designs are quiet promising and we are looking forward to the main competition on the 19 th June.
Thanks for everything you do at home to encourage these fantastic STEM learners.
If you have any queries about your child’s STEM learning please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Donovan Bailey
STEM Teacher

Devilbend Ambassador Report:
Great news coming out of Devilbend Natural Features on Thursday.
Hansi Wegner, who coordinates the ambassador program, also coordinates the turtle nest survey.
Whilst doing his rounds today he discovered turtle hatchlings emerging from the nest found by our
very own Devilbend Ambassadors!
After its initial discovery, Hansi returned to the site and covered the nest site with steel mesh to prevent foxes raiding the nest.
These little hatchlings now have a chance at life in the reserve, partially thanks to our own TRSPS Ambassadors!
Well done guys!
Devilbend have a Facebook page that families can ‘like’ who wish to be kept updated on developments
and the fantastic work by the Devilbend Foundation. They also make special mention to our very own
‘Devilbend Ambassadors’ here at TRSPS who are very involved with the team at Devilbend Reserve.

